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Although it is Bureau of Prisons policy to place an
individual in the least restrictive facility within 500
miles of the inmate’s release residence, many inmates
end up far from their families in harsher conditions
than necessary. It doesn’t have to be that way.

You can take three steps to ensure that your clients do
their time in the best possible facilities. First, learn
how the BOP classifies its facilities, and the
characteristics of each type of facility. Second,
understand how the BOP decides what type of prison
is appropriate. Finally, learn how to increase the odds
of a favorable placement.

For assistance with all three steps and how to
maximize early release, turn to Alan Ellis' Federal
Prison Guidebook.

The new 2025-26 edition contains new and updated
information on a wide variety of prison placement,
sentencing, and programs. Order your print or digital
version today.

Save 15% with code: 
FPG15FLY

Go to jamespublishing.com
and enter code at checkout

SAVE 15%
with coupon code

FPG15FLY

_________
Alan Ellis’ Federal Prison Guidebook explains how
to ensure that your client gets into the best
possible prison and is released at the earliest
opportunity.

By Alan Ellis

14th updated and expanded edition. Published bi-annually since 1998.
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A U T H O R :  A L A N  E L L I S

Alan Ellis, past president of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and Fulbright
Award recipient, is a nationally recognized authority in sentencing, prison matters, appeals, 2255
motions and international prisoner transfers for foreign inmates with offices in San Francisco and
New York. 

He and his law firm endeavors to obtain for its clients the lowest possible sentence and if it is one of
incarceration placement, the best prison possible with release at the earliest opportunity through
prison programming, appeals, 2255 motions and international prisoner transfers for foreign inmates. 

He is co-author of the Federal Prison Guidebook, the Federal Sentencing Guidebook, and the Federal Post Conviction Guidebook.  He is a
sought-after lecturer in criminal law education programs and is widely published in the areas of federal sentencing, Bureau of Prisons matters,
appeals and 2255 motions, with more than 180 articles and books and 85 lectures, presentations and speaking engagements to his credit.   

Alan has been described as “one of this country’s pre-eminent criminal defense lawyers” by Federal Lawyer magazine.  The United States Court
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, in a published decision, identified him as a “nationally recognized expert in federal criminal sentencing.”  KGO TV
—the ABC San Francisco affiliate has called him “The best in the business.”

Alan was a Visiting Professor of Law, by way of a Fulbright award from the U.S. State Department, to conduct lecturers at Shanghai, China
Jiaotong University School of Law on the protections afforded criminal defendants in America.  He was the first American criminal defense lawyer
ever to be invited by the Chinese and United States governments to teach in China.  

Before entering private practice, Alan was also an Assistant Professor of Law at Golden Gate University School of Law in San Francisco, and a
Lecturer in Business Law at the Wharton School of Business and Finance at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.  He was also a law
clerk to two federal judges.  
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